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Produced in cnnjunctinﬁ with the video presentation commemorating
- Fifty historic years of the Swan Districts Football Club.




We feature in recognition of service a complete list of all players, games played and
period served over the first fifty years of the Swan Districts Football Club.

We present also a collection of characters compiled over the years by way of the most
generous contribution of Ray Montgomery, Gordon Brown and Mark Soulas.

We include also a complete version of the poem “The Swan 50 Years On’’. Asvideo time
was limited it was not possible to include this in our tape.

THE SWAN
S0 years on

HOW IT BEGAN

Midlands fight to survive

Came the years ’25

The League give a firm understanding
The decision then made

They joined the ‘B’ Grade

Till their oval met standards demanding,

Came 1929

(General decline

The Midland oval is still quite a mess
Bassendean — enterprise

The Roads Board applies

To the League with a plan of progress.

The old swamp they filled
A grandstand they’d build

They’d form a team in the then P.S.A.

The League studied the plan
And agreed to a man
And "33 saw us get under way.

The Perth Suburban Association
Brought team creation

Undefeated in our grooming year
Then October 16th °33
Our members agree

A Constitution and Swan Districts are here.

THE BEGINNING

Yes 1933

Russell Greives and Judda Bee

Dick McDonald, Fritzie Lange and many more
The men who paved the way

For what we have today

They brought us to the League in ’34,

In there from the start
They gave their very heart

They gave their lot for district pride and name

Seven wins they had all told
An Aussie record we still hold
A first season feat that only we can claim,

Men like Tommy Neilsen, Tommy Chivers
Lyn Latham, loyal givers |

Harry Walker, Charlie Wicks and Teddy Burne
Eric Jenner with his pen

All dedicated men

Who gave their lot for nothing in return.

And as we wander back

Along a well worn track

We find a memory in each single step
Hughie Forbes there with his skill

Jack Murray — sheer will |

Lal Mosey and the mighty Georgte Krepp.

Bonny Sweetapple with a lark

Keith MclInnery, Johnny Park

Dinty Ford with Nigel Gorn and Clem Rosewarne
Kanga Williams, Billy Wicks

Bert Chandler’s mighty kicks

The type of men who made our history dawn.

Jim Ditchburn, Spec Sinclair

And the mighty Zilko pair

Charlie Avery there to lend a helping hand
Tom Darmody’s foot pass

Ted Holdsworth — pure class

And the Roads Board built the new McDonaid stand.

Jack Mottram, Tommy Moiler

Len Lowry —- each a toiler |
Jack Hollis, Charlie Carter — what a pattern
Sam Faithfull, Fred Abelle |
Hope Lucas — great to see

George Okely, Billy Dobson and Frank Hatton.

Yes the '30s they were great
Semi’s 37 - 38

Holdies’ goals and Kreppie’s. medal and much more

But soon those rousing cheers
would turn to heartfelt tears

As we watched our gallant boys march off to war.
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NAME

Adie, C.

Adie, D.

Ahmat, J.

Aide, E. |
Aitken, D.
Allday, H.

Allen, C.
Anderson, Allan
Anderson, Alf.

-Anderson, D.

Anderson, J.
Anderson, P.
Andrew, L.
Andrews, H.
Andrich, F.
Angrove, J.
Annersiey, R.
Arbon, R.
Armstrong, D.
Armstrong, L.
Arkley, R.
Arthur, R.
Ashworth, M.
Ashworth, V.
Atherton, R.
Avery, C.
Aylward, W,
Badderley, B.
Bagley, K.
Bailey, B.

ROY ARHOHN

LEAGUE LEAGUE

CAREER GAMES
1944 16
1944 12
1984 8
1963 9
1943-47 34
1940 2
1984 5
1947-55 26
1941-47 -9
1945-56 210
1941 11
1969-72 18
1968-75 68
1936-47 111
1955-56 3
1934 1
1939-47 66
1971-77 31
1967-69 34
1940-41 15
1940-41 6
1955-59 90
1960-66 22
1946-54 135
1969 6
1936-39 26
1965 1
1948-50 36
1958-70 232
1960-562 15
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NAME

Baker, L.
Baker, R.
Baker, W.
Balchin, D.
Bamford, A.

Bamford, A.M.

Bamford, N.
Barker, E.
Barnett, A.
Barnett, F.
Bartlett, M.

Baskerville, D.

Bastow, C.
Baty, N.
Bauskis, E.
Beange, G.
Beasley, S.
Beckwith, N.
Bedford, K.
Bee, J.
Beecroft, R.
Beil, T.
Bengough, A.
Blackaby, E.

Bogunovich, S.

Bolton, N.
Booth, R.
Borkowski, J.
Botica, M.
Botica, R.

STAN MOEES
|Ganeral Managar]

LEAGUE
CAREER

1981-83
1943
1939
1965-7 1
1945-47
1944
1943-47
1944-59
1967-68

1945-48

1972

1966-70
1936-45
1946-50
1979-80
1975-78
1978-82
1955

1969-70
1934-35
1970-75
1972-80
1954

1980-84
1984

1967-68
1968-71
1966-69
1972

1969-71

LEAGUE
GAMES

64
9
1
63

15

14
62
239
23
39

11

24
93
43
19
15
82
2
24
21
126
120
4
54

10

13
10
16

1
49
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Throughout the history of our clubwe have had
many dedicated workers, Many of whom we
acknowledge in verse. First let us recognise one
of our finest examples of honesty. A boy from
Kalgoorlie who loved a chat, a bet, or one at the
local. Treasurer for 14 years.

JACK HOLLIS

A bet and a beer

A voice some might fear

Jack Hollis knew no shady caper
At the crack of each day

He’d be up and away

To bring us each morning our paper.

And he gave many hours

In sunshine and showers

His paper shop and the Footy Club needs
And as we look back

There was only one Jack

A man acclaimed for his many fine deeds.

THOSE WAR YEARS

And with the Bassendean oval
At the Army’s disposal

42 saw us out of the game
West Perth took a loan

Of the great Laurie Bowen
who went on to Sandover fame.

But ’43 saw us back

On our old training track

Rupe Maynard took over the team

The Grand Final they made

And, oh boy! how they played

Although beaten they gained great esteem.

And of the workers of that time. Men who gave
during those very dark days of World War 11,
Serving two mighty masters — their Club and
their Country. Be it Navy, Army, Air Force or
essential manpowered employment. They led
with their hearts, the objective — survival,

Ron Stagoll no fear

He’d check out the gear

Harold Smith, “Darkie” Davies, Jim Dunt
Jim Sutherland — the door

George Roberts so sure

Always keeping the Club right up front.

You’d never find better stock

Than Freddie Woolcock

Ies Jamieson or Georgie Goode

Dave Manning worked hard

As did “Cupie” Sherrard

They gave us just all their hearts could.

And those social evenings in the McDonald
Stand Social Hall.

Weston and Beresford would bake

The pies and the cake

The keg we would get from Joe Allen
Savs from Bob Gray

Harry Hyde’s Band would play

Great evenings we’d gauge by the gallon.

44 brought two greats

Proven team mates

Tim Barker a man of endeavour
And Jim Davies, well done

The Sandover he won

Such names will live on forever.

War clouds start to clear
World peace oh! so near
Hitler done and hope is alive
Ernie Riley the chair

Rupe once again there
We’re back in the four ’43.

And with the slouch hat, gun and pack
Again in the rack

Our boys home, having answered the call
The Colts bring us cheer

‘46 is their year

A pennant — our first, on the wall.

Let us now recognise a man who by his sheer
will symbolises the character that not only saw
our country but also our tradition prosper. One
who set standards in devotion and overcame

almost impossible hurdles in projecting his
love of his Club.

JOE PEARCE - 91 WORTH A TON

The year ’39

Came a character fine

Joe Pearce the boy from Moulyinning
He served but one season

Then with pride as a reason

Joined the Army — War’s very beginning.

He left his home shore

To defend Singapore

He gave his heart in those far distant lands
But things all went wrong

The Japs were too strong

‘He became a prisoner in enemy hands.
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NAME

Bowen, G.
Bowen, H.
Bowen, L.
Bowra, R.
Boucher, R.
Bozich, A.
Braby, J.
Bradley, F.
Brady, G.
Bravo, S.
Brealey, J.
Brenton, L.
Brindley, E.

Brinkworth, E.

‘Brittain, A.
Broomhall, G.
Brown, C.
Brown, G,
Brown, R.
Brown, Wally

Brown, Wayne

-Browning, H.
Browning, R.
Bruce, G.
Brunton, E.
Buck, R.
Buckey, C..
Buckley, C.
Buckiey, P.

Bunton, H. (Jnr.)
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LEAGUE LEAGUE |
GAMES NAME

CAREER

1946 16 ‘Burchell, R.
1944 10 Burge, .
1943-51 79 Burgess, Chris
1943 1 Burnett, G.
1971-84 193 Burns, P.
1965 5 Burton, J.
1967-69 11 Buscomb, N.
1649 1 Buswell, K.
1954-55 6 Buswell, R.
1937 12 Callow, K.
1970-73 12 Candier, J.
1983-84 29 Caporn, |.
1946 4 Carrick, D.
1960-61 2 Carter, P.
1950-51 20 Cartiedge, C.
1934 9 Casey, G.
1955 3 Castledine, F.
1972-73 2 Caton, K.
1972-78 86 Chandler, B.
1954-82 136 Chatfield, D.
1978 16 Chester, M,
1945 4 Chidlow, P.
1957-60 48 Clarke, G.
19562-60 104 Clarke, G.
1947-51 56 Clarke, J.
1944 5 Clements, M.
1966 1 Close, B.
1934 3 Cocks, W.
1965 1 Collier, J.
1961-64 90

Comerford, G.
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LEAGUE
CAREER

1937

1934
1982-84
1968
1940
1967
1968
1978
1949
1946
1948-49
1950-51
19561-61
1977-81
1952-53
1976-80
1958-69
1984
1936
1969
1935-45
1978-80
1834-35
1965-66
1939-40
1954-55
1973-78
19564-57
1977-80
1977-81

LEAGUE
GAMES

10
4
19
3
13
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156
10
36
94

163
10
19

62
31
26
15
16
27
84
25
18
14

VN CATON
( MICHEAL JRCKSON)

BHIAN CLOSE



He returned but a shell

Of the Joe we knew well

Seemed no way he’d play football again
But he still had one part

That Joe Pearce heart

And a will that his health he’d regain.

The year’47

As if gifted from heaven

He played with his old country team
Then that year'48

The moment so great

He brought home the impossible dream.

From his district remote

This ruck rover of note

Ever loyal to the Swan and his farm
Each week he would travel

Over roads made of gravel

Never caring of personal harm.

Everything of his day

Was earned the hard way

Through war time and travel he won
There was heart in our Joe

A man we’re proud to know

Worth a ton — were his games - 91.

And Len Lowry a man who served with «a
dedication steeped in fairness, player, coach of
our B Grade pre-war and long serving
administrator.

LEN LOWRY

The Lowry’s great men

None better than Len

Although with respect we acclaim Bob and Bert
But Len in his way

- With few words to say

Would give of his heart till it hurt.

‘And despite Club fatigue

He served on the League
A deep think on whom you’d rely

A junior protector

A state team selector
Len Lowry, a dinky di guy.

COME THE ’50s

Bill Kingsbury — Jack Green

Are now on the scene

Karl Drake-Brockman takes over the chair
Sonny Anderson heart

Jim McManus - his part

Men who gave even more than their share.

Harold Andrews, Ray Till

Doug Anderson’s skill

Ralph Latham, Vince Zani, Geﬂrge King
The Vic Ashworth grip

The Joe Pearce hip

They gave their great Club everything.

And the workers heads high

Men like Charlie Fry

Wally Counsel, Norm Jones, Billy Mose
Charlie Roberts, Reg Binks

Service that links

The past to a future that grows.

Junior Council a go

Men like Ernie Purslowe

Gordon Minchin, Ron Jose and Jack Syers
Keith Towton, Ron Watt

Nobby Barker — the lot |
Swans success their aims and desires.
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The °50s top rate

Everyone was a mate

That keg we would share Sunday morning
We'd work side by side

Take the knocks in our stride

Things were tough but our future was dawning.

Yes, how well we remember those Sunday
MOTnings.

- Col Edwards real pep

Roy Arthur sang ‘Shep’

The Midland boy gave us ‘Down every street’
Dave Sidy ‘Diana’

George Bond the Piano

Roy Lawrance his jokes hard to beat.

The jesters, pranksters

Norm Jones ‘10 Guitars’

Win a chook on the old chocolate wheel
Wally ‘Bags’ xylophone

Set a standard in tone

I tell yer the feeling was real.

And Tom Moiler one who displayed both on
and off the field a sincerity for his club that
reached far beyond that of normal duties
expectation.

TOM MOILER

‘Tom Moiler the steady

Ever willing and ready

As Secretary, player and mate
98 games he played

49 years he stayed

-Serving his Club and his State.






