
SWANS - THE FIRST 40 YEARS (1934-1974)  
1934 - 1944   

Swans took the field at Fremantle Oval on April 28t h, 1934 to play their first game in the 
WANFL competition. The match was against East Fremantle and Judda Bee, a former play er of 
that club, who had been appointed coach at a season  fee of  25 pounds ($50) led the team in a 
magnificent debut.  

Despite the long journey to Fremantle Oval the side was defeated but only after exceeding 100 
points. The final score line was East Fremantle 16.23 to Swans 16.6. The following week they went 
on to defeat Subiaco 19.9 to 12.11 in their inaugural home game at Bassendean. Away again to 
Fremantle Oval for their third league match, to this time register victory against South Fremantle with 
a final score of 16.10 to 12.11. 

Swans had exploded into league ranks winning two of their first three matches, and exceeding 100 
points in all three games. 1934 also saw Judda Bee and his team establish an Australian record, that 
stood until 1987 (a period of 53 years) when the inaugural West Coast Eagles went on to win 11 
games in the then VFL. The 1934 season also saw the clubs first State representatives in H. Forbes, 
who played against South Australia that season, and a name that has become almost a legend at the 
club, in RF (Bob) Bryant, who went on to become a club trainer and who produced continuous service 
to the club over many years.  

The clubs first WANFL dividend was 385 pounds ($716), the Social Committee raised 58 pounds 
($116), of which 25 pounds ($50) passed onto general revenue. Despite the health dividend and 
outstanding season, Swans could only finish seventh in their first season, with seven wins. With the 
Australian record established hopes were high at the commencement of the 1935 season. However 
expectations were not fulfilled with only six wins recorded. During the course of the season the club 
had a change of coach with the appointment of G. Margetich. However the 1935 season was not all 
doom and gloom as it gave the club its first Sandover Medalist in George Krepp. 

 

INAUGURAL SEASON - 1934  
FRONT ROW - M Parnham,  K McInnerney, J Park,  G Krepp, G Clarke,  R Millwood, G Broomhall, N Gorn,  H Hunt,  H Mosey. 
SECOND ROW - A Andrews (Trainer), E Ford, J Reilly, A Zilko, S Sinclair, R Grieve (Vice-Capt.), G Bee (Capt/Coach),  H Forbes, J Zilko, A 
Jamieson, J Pemberthy, F Sweetapple, W Hunter, L Jamieson (Trainer).  
BACK ROW - Bryant (Trainer), E Bryant (Vice-President), W Dobson, T Woods (Timekeeper), S Noell (Property Man),  G Macaulay 
(committee), L Latham (Treasurer), RA McDonald (President), JF Jenner (Secretary), P Lange (Vice President), D Manning, C Wicks (Vice 

President), J Warn (Trainer), G Oakley (Selector).  



  

Three years prior to Krepp's win only first votes were cast in each game, and in the event of a tie the 
President of the WANFL gave the casting vote. This however was changed with the introduction of 
the 3, 2, 1 voting system, with the winner decided on the greater number of votes. 1935 saw the first 
tie under this system, it being between Krepp and Lou Daly of Subiaco. The new ruling was 
overlooked by the Administration of the WANFL and the President gave a casting vote to Lou Daley. 
Bob Bryant however realised the error and pointed out that George Krepp had polled one more first 
votes than Lou Daley. He raised the point with Mr Harry Walker a committee man and WANFL 
Delegate. Despite resistance from the league, the decision was reversed. Krepp however, because of 
his respect for Daley would not accept the medal. It was then that a second medal was struck and 
one presented to each man.  

 
1936 Season - Sandover Medallist George Krepp receives electric ray 

treatment from trainer F Bryant 

1935 was also the year that introduced three names that were to become legends at the club. Ted 
Holdsworth, the only player to kick 100 goals in a season during the first forty years of the clubs 
history. He achieved this distinction twice.  Ted also represented the State at both full forward and full 
back, a position he filled late in his career. He won acclaim also as one of the State's leading 
administrators of football, and was a State selector responsible for the choosing of the team that was 
successful in the AFC carnival in Brisbane in 1961.  

Jack Murray, an outstanding player of 172 league games and numerous State appearances, had the 
reputation of being one of the toughest men to ever grace the club colours. Murray only new his club 
and his reputation, well earned was a reward for complete dedication. Following his retirement he 
acted for some years as assistant coach. He is to this day remembered as someone who was highly 
respected within the club.  

Tom Moiler played 98 league games and most surely would have achieved the well deserved honour 
of 100 had it not been for the break in football due to the second world War. He played his last game 
at the close of 1941.  



Following six years as an umpire on the  top WANFL panel he served for two years as Assistant 
Secretary to Len Lowry before taking over as Honorary secretary, a duty he discharged with 
distinction for 14 years. Tom was recognised as a very valuable member of the WANFL 
administration and was State selector before finally retiring in 1970.  

1936 was a season in which the club embarked on its first real recruiting campaign. Victoria and 
South Australian players in Bert Chandler, Charlie Avery and Clem Rosewarne were enticed west. 
Bert Chandler took over as Captain-Coach, a position he filled with distinction, taking the team to nine 
victories and equal fifth position, the Club's best season to that stage.  

 
1936 Season - Cooling off (left to right) J Park, K. McInnerney, N. 

Gorn and S. Sinclair 

The year had been a good one, the team was described as "young and enthusiastic, capable of 
producing an excellent brand of football". attendance figures at Bassendean Oval had increased with 
each year. League dividend was 566 pounds ($1132), expenditure 1142 pounds ($2284) with a credit 
balance of 128 pounds ($256). The tragedy of the season was the loss to football of Hugh Forbes 
following a motor vehicle accident. Forbes was a great player and personality. A benefit match 
featuring a State team and a team of interstate players, resident in WA, was held on the Bassendean 
Oval on October 11, 1936, the success of which clearly reflected the respect held for Hugh Forbes. 
Forbes spent many months in hospital, but was never daunted in his feeling for his club and it was 
typical of his approach that he served as a selector and committeeman in later years. 

1937 saw Jim Ditchburn, the first local player to coach Swans. Ditchburn, a product of Midland "B" 
grade, joined Subiaco and later transferred to South Fremantle prior to Swans entry into the WANFL. 
He was a natural to approach and offer the coaching appointment which became vacant with the 
departure of Bert Chandler. Ditchburn was a leader in every way, a man respected by all, and a 
ruckman of State standard. He would be the first coach to take the Club into the final four. 

1937 also saw introduced for the first time the issue of equipment to players and transport 
arrangements to away matches. The club was entering its best season so far, confidence was at its 
highest, and as the season progressed it became increasingly evident that a place in the final four 
was a distinct possibility. In August of that season an incentive scheme was announced. It was 
agreed to pay each player 50 pence ($1) per week and 1 pound ($2) if a place in the four was 
achieved. 

This confidence and encouragement effected success, and Swans made their first final four round 



appearance in the first-semi final that season against East Perth at Subiaco Oval. Final scores were 
East Perth 13.9 to Swans 11.7. Ted Holdsworth, who had kicked 109 goals for the season was 
unable to play because of a broken bone in his hand, as was Victorian recruit Steve Bravo. This 
coupled with inexperience and bad weather were reasons outlined by coach Jim Ditchburn as a 
contributing factor to defeat. 

The season had provided the consistency in development. League dividend was 707 pounds 
($1414), and the credit balance of 101 pounds ($202), and with only four seasons behind the club it 
was now becoming an established club. 

 
SWAN DISTRICTS - 1938 SEASON 

BACK ROW - EP Byrne (Patron), W Beresford (Committee), N Gorn, T Darmody, A Zilko, S  
Sinclair, J Murray, H Fry (Assist Sect), W Dobson. 
THIRD ROW - T Nielson (Treasurer, A Simmonds (Trainer), G Goode  (Trainer), H Hilton, A 
Andrews, J Jenner (Secretary), F Lambert, E Holdsworth, J Gray, H Andrews (Trainer), D 
Manning (Trainer),         A Lucas (Committee).  
SECOND ROW - N Jones (Trainer), L Jamieson (Trainer), L Symonds, R Kemp, C Avery, FC 
Lange (President), J Ditchburn (Captain/Coach), T Moiler, K McInerney, W Counsel, R Bryant 
(Head Trainer).  
FRONT ROW - S Noell (Property Man), R Forward, H White, F Sweetapple, G Krepp, C 

Bastow, H Mosey, A Randall, J Connell (Trainer).  

In the 1938 season Swans had eleven wins, nine losses and finished third on the premiership ladder, 
defeating every team in the competition, but were defeated by East Perth in the first semi-final by one 
point. Ted Holdsworth had kicked in excess of 100 goals for the second season in a row. Lal Mosey 
became the first player to play 100 games for the club and Spec Sinclair was equal runner-up for the 
Sandover Medal. 

The first semi-final was a great disappointment as Swans led at every change, 2.5 to 2.0, 5.5 to 2.8 
and 8.18 to 5.10. With the final score of 8.18 to 9.11 East Perth's way. No doubt the loss of Jack 
Murray in the last quarter had a big bearing on the defeat. Jack had few if any peers, and was at his 
greatest under pressure. His absence in defeat was a great blow to the team. The season however 
had been an excellent one and it was most fitting that a man who had done so much for the club, Mr. 
RA McDonald should be honored in this year with the opening on July 23, 1938 of the new 
grandstand named in his honor and still stands today as a symbol of the black and whites. 

Financially the league dividend returned an amazing 900 pounds ($1800) with the Social Committee 
raising 53 pounds ($106) for the year with the credit balance showing 81 pounds ($162).  



1938 also saw the end of the "B" grade competition and the introduction of the second 18, who 
trained at Bassendean and functioned as a direct section of the club. This innovation brought to the 
club ex Kalgoorlie and Subiaco League player Len Lowrey, who coached the clubs first seconds 
team. He was to prove another outstanding administrator, both for Swans and the WANFL. Lowrey 
never neglected his loyalty to the Black and Whites and became a trusty of the club after his 
retirement from the committee in 1956. 

It was generally accepted that 1939 would be yet another season of improvement, but despite the 
enthusiasm this was not to be, and it was not until the sixth game that success came. Two 
successive wins followed but from that stage only four further victories were recorded to leave the 
club in sixth position by the end of the season. The lose of Ted Holdsworth was a severe blow, as he 
had accepted a position in Kalgoorlie and played the season in that league. Spec Sinclair was again 
runner up for the Sandover Medal, this time with his mate and great club man Jack Murray. The 
season closed with the outbreak of the Second World War with enlistments to the services having a 
big bearing on the playing strength of the club. Harold Andrews, Max Chester, George Oakley, Fred 
Lambert, Alf Shepherd and Dick McDonald being a few to enlist. 

The season also saw the fall in league dividends to 771 pounds ($1542) with a debit balance of 360 
pounds ($720). These circumstances provided the club committee with grave concerns as the 1940 
season approached. The army had taken possession of the McDonald Stand, with the country being 
in the grip of a war, and the general outlook anything but bright. Lost time payments was reduced to 3 
pounds ($6) for married men and 1 pond 5 shillings ($3) single, while trainers fees were halved. For 
the season the head trainer received 1 pound 2 shillings and sixpence ($2.50) and trainers 1 pound 
($2). Spec Spencer was appointed coach at 25 pounds ($50), which was the same amount that had 
been paid to Judda Bee in 1934. However after only seven weeks Spencer enlisted in the AIF and 
saw service overseas. 

Clem Rosewarne was appointed coach for the remainder of the 1940 season. A season that only 
produced two wins, and for the first time saw the club finish in eighth position. The bottom of the 
ladder. This was to be the clubs fate again in 1941. Despite the coaching of Lal Mosey Swans were 
only able to win three games for the season. 

It was to the credit of the committee however that the club was able to discharge their commitments 
and for the first time since 1938 deliver a credit balance, the figure being 76 pounds ($152). This was 
even more remarkable, as the league dividend from the WANFL had continued to fall and only 
returned 485 pounds and 5 shillings ($973) for the season. The close of the 1941 season also saw 
the departure of two players who had always been great contributors to the club. Lal Mosey (157 
games) and "Bonny" Frank Sweetapple (127 games) were to hang up their boots. Mosey turned his 
attention to umpiring to distinguish himself in that field for many years. Sweetapple established 
himself as a leading businessman, but always found the time to assist the club. Both went on to 
become popular personalities.  

The number of players joining the services made it impossible for Swan Districts to field a side in 
1942. In that year the WANFL introduced what was to be known as the "Under Age" competition 
which was to become effective for the 1942, 43 and 44 seasons. Leading players from Swans joined 
West Perth and it was one such player in Laurie Bowen who was to win the 1942 Sandover Medal. 

In 1942 the president FC (Fritz) Lange announced his retirement. None worked harder then Lange to 
establish the Club. He served seven years as President over nine competitive years, this in addition 
to many hours of ground work prior to 1934. He also achieved life membership of the club in 1938 
and never missed the opportunity to visit his club in his retirement. 

In 1943 Swan Districts applied for re-admission to the League. In that year Swans made the grand 
final for the first time in their history but were defeated by East Fremantle by 40 points. The coach for 



1943 was Rupe Maynard. Laurie Bowen who had returned from West Perth was elected captain. 
Swans finished fourth on the ladder in the home and away season winning 9 games as well as the 
first semi final against West Perth, 10.17 to 9.20 and winning the preliminary final against Subiaco  by 
42 points. Outstanding for the finals was Brittain Porter who kicked a total of 11 goals from three 
starts. Porter was the clubs leading goal kicker in 1943 with 44 goals. 

The season also brought to the club a young man that was to establish a record of long standing. 
This player was Tim Barker. Barker was every inch a club man who played through extremely trying 
years at fullback, and to say he was overworked in the last line of defense was a complete 
understatement. Barker would continue his career with Swans until his retirement prior to the 
commencement of the 1960 season with the magnificent total of 239 league games. Barker's 
selection in the 1956 Carnival  team was a well earned honor. 

The "Under Age" competition was to continue in 1944, but after a successful 1943 season Swans 
could only manage sixth position on the ladder. However the clubs second Sandover Medal in its 
short history was won that year by Jim Davies, who was a student at Guildford-Grammar at the time. 
Davies was to retire from club football in 1948 after only playing a total of 74 league games. He would 
later go on to become the Vice President of the WANFL. 

 
1945 SEASON - FIRST SEMI-FINALISTS  

BACK ROW - G Hillman (Trainer), R Stagoll (Property Man),  VT Hardy, J Yurisich, N Bamford, A Bamford, G Moir,            J Pitsikas, A Todd, 
L Addison(Trainer), W Mose(Head Trainer).  
THIRD ROW - C Carter (Asst. Sec.), W Counsel, E Cole, LW Hawkins, F Barnett, CR Mildenhall, D Anderson, H Andrews,    W Summerton, E 
Holsworth, G Ellery, H Webster, D Begley (Timekeeper), S Anderson, F Woolcock (Trainer).  
SECOND ROW - F Hatton (Committee), J Neilson (Committee), R Pearce, LG Lowry (Secretary), R Maynard (Capt/Coach), EJ Reilly.  
FRONT ROW - R Vigar, R Till, G Oakley, M Chester, B Porter, A Davies (Trainer). Absent: C Baistow.  

1945 - 1954 

By 1945 with the final stages of the Second World War about to unfold the WANFL returned to open 
age competition. Rupe Maynard the coach of the 1943 Grand Finalists was reappointed coach after 
one year away. But conditions at the club were not good. The total equipment to commence the 
season was 21 guernsey's, 8 pair of socks and 5 pairs of shorts. Players had to improvise, but a great 
spirit existed and the final round was reached for the first time in open competition since 1938. This 
once again being the first semi-final. However the game was won by South Fremantle 16.13 to 9.11. 
Despite the problems of 1945, it gave an indication that the Club was on the way back. The League 
dividend of 713 pounds ($1426) was extremely encouraging and performances on the field spoke for 
themselves. 



Season 1945 saw the retirement of Spec Sinclair after 128 games and 12 seasons of League football 
with the Club commencing in 1934. The season also heralded yet another great player in Duggan 
Anderson who would go on to complete 210 league games and serve for six years on the Club 
committee, five as President. Duggan's ability to overcome the loss of all fingers on his left hand and 
still retain his place in the top bracket of defenders in WA, stamped him as one of the really great 
Swans players. He would go on to play State football in 1946, 48, 50 and 52. 

 
1945 SEASON - SWAN DISTRICTS versus PERTH  

Left to right: C. Bastow and D. Anderson 

Little did the Club know it was about to enter the most disastrous period of its short history. In the 
following fifteen years Swans were to finish 8th on seven occasions, 7th on six occasions and 6th on 
two occasions. The war years during which the Club was to withdraw from the competition for one 
year following two years of restricted age football, had a telling effect on the Club. Swans were to fall 
from a pedestal of extreme promise, the toast of the competition to a club fighting to rehabilitate itself. 
It would be unfair to access these years immediately following World War Two entirely on results on 
the field. During this period no Club could have worked harder with moment of glory being few. Men 
such as Leo McComish, Bill Kingsbury, Ted Holdsworth, Frank Sparrow, Eric Strauss, Percy Johnson 
and Charlie Doig, coached at various stages of this period, but to no avail, Swans just did not have 
the players of ability in sufficient numbers.  

Administrators of this era are to be admired. Jack Hollis, Ron Newbey, Tom Moiler, Len Lowry, Ted 
Holdsworth and Percy Bright were indicative of the men of those fruitless days. In 1946 a moment of 
glory came to the club when Swans won the Reserves premiership. With Ted Holdsworth as coach of 
the Reserves were to win the Premiership from third position, defeating East Fremantle, East Perth 
and West Perth in turn taking the pennant, the club's first premiership in any competition in the 
WANFL. Even though the league side finished seventh on the ladder with only four wins two players 
were picked to play State football. The two representatives were Duggan Anderson and first year 
player Vic Ashworth. Through his hard work at the club Jack Hollis was awarded life membership.  

In 1947 Swans were instrumental in having the WANFL introduce the Provident Fund, a move which 
proved to be of great value to the game, and of extreme value to players of all clubs. Swans finished 
seventh on the ladder that year with the Club leading goal kicker being George King with 30. Swans 
players that represented the State that year were Harold Andrews, who had also represented the 
state in 1939, and Ralph Latham playing his first State game.  



1948 saw Swans first Prendergast Medallist in Ray Durrant. Durrant played in only thirteen games, 
circumstances thrust upon him because of injury. That year Tom Neilson was inducted into the 
WANFL Life Members Association for his outstanding service to football in WA. The leading goal 
kicker for the Club was Ralph Latham with 39 and sole Swans State representative being Duggan 
Anderson. Club Life Membership was awarded to Frank Hatton. The Club again finished at the 
bottom of the ladder with only two wins for a total of 8 points. Mr. K Drake-Brockman accepted the 
reigns as President, following five years of Service by Mr EJ Reilly.  

 
1949 TOURING SIDE 

In 1949 the Club was able to double the number of wins from the previous but still only managed to 
finish seventh for the season. A highlight of the season was when 26 players and 15 officials 
departed on the Club's first trip out of the state. The tour party under the management of T Neilson 
visited Whyalla, Port Pirie and Broken Hill. The Club won matches played in all three centres. The 
season also saw the retirement of one of the Club's greats in Jack Murray. Murray announced his 
retirement prior to the final game of the season, and it was fitting that he should lead his team to 
victory in his final appearance. Murray finished his career on 172 games. During his career Murray 
represented his State on four occasions in 1937, 38,39 and 1947. Ralph Latham again headed the 
Club's goal kicking with 59 goals as well as being the Club's sole State representative.  

Swan Districts can claim pride by virtue of their introduction of the Junior Football Council in 1950. Mr 
E Purslowe as President and Mr. G Minchin as Secretary controlled five clubs in Midland, Bellevue, 
Guildford, Bassendean and Swan Boys Home (later to be called Swanleigh) in the first year of the 
Junior Council. The benefit was immediately apparent. Combined teams were holding their own with 
competitions of greater reputation. This display of strength was never demonstrated with more telling 
effect, then on the afternoon of Tuesday, August 8th, 1952 at Subiaco Oval when the Swan Districts 
Junior Council team defeated the more fancied WA Temperance League, comprising the rest of the 
metro are. The score line was 10.12 to 8.12 before a record mid week crowd of 35000. This 
outstanding victory encouraged other league clubs to create their own Junior Councils as we have 
them today.  

Unfortunately much of the Swans area was un-allotted in the early 50's and many of Swans leading 
juniors joined other Clubs. Notables lost to Swans in the 50's were Keith and Roy Harper to Perth, 
Paul Seal and John K Watts to East Perth and Frank Coulson to East Fremantle. All were State 



representatives for their new clubs. 1950 also saw the resignation of Tom Neilson a grand old man of 
football. He had been with the Club for as long as it had ever been thought of. He was a member of 
the very first committee in 1929. A life member in 1935 his innings had been long, loyal and gallant, 
and his name will live forever in appreciation, in the records of the history of the Club.  

1950 was also the year the first women life member of the Club was elected. This honor was justly 
bestowed on Mrs. Norma Innes. The annual report of that year recognized her service in the following 
manner: "This year the committee have much pleasure in recommending Mrs N Innes who has for 
the past 25 years supported football in this district, either financially, by transport or personal service". 

Swans again finished seventh on the league ladder in 1950 with 5 wins. Leading Club goal kicker was 
Vince Zani playing his last season for the Club for a total of 54 career games. Swans players to 
represent the State that year were Vic Ashworth, Duggan Anderson and Ralph Latham.   

Mr. RA McDonald, because of ill health, was forced to stand down from the Presidency of the Club in 
1951. It was to be his last association in any official capacity with the Club for which he had done so 
much. His son-in-law Mr. RA Newbey filled his position. A duty he was to perform with distinction and 
respect until 1956. It was also in 1951 that Tom Moiler took over as Hon. Secretary, a position in 
which he gave outstanding service. It was also the year that brought the Club RJ (John) Cooper, then 
a young recruit from Manjimup. John won the inaugural RA Newby Trophy as the best first year 
league player. Cooper brought with him a determination and dedication that had to be admired. John 
was to go on and play 122 league games. As well as playing league football he also served his Club 
on the administration side, taking over as Treasurer in 1957 on the retirement of Mr. J Hollis.  

1951 was also the year that introduced Brian Gray to Swans. The early periods of Gray's career 
were  unsettled but as he matured a great footballer and great man emerged. Gray would go on to 
play in Swans three Premierships in 1961, 62 and 63, and even though he was in the twilight of his 
career then, he had come a long way and won the respect of all. Swans were again to finish last on 
the league ladder with only one win for the season. After the previous year, Swans only had one 
State representative in Vic Ashworth.  

 

 
BRIAN GRAY  



Ted Holdsworth was appointed League coach for the 1952 season and not successful in relation to 
games won, his approach to fitness were the first at the Club to resemble those of today's standards. 
Unfortunately football in the 1950's was not ready for that type of dedication and as a result failure 
followed. Two wins and eighth place on the ladder was all that was achieved. However the Club was 
able to contribute two State representatives in Duggan Anderson and young Wally Sidebottom (Snr) 
playing his first season of league football. However this would be Wally's only State representation in 
a 100 game career. Sidebottom's other achievement that year was winning the Club Rookie of the 
Year Award.  

That year also saw the retirement of Ralph Latham, only eight games short of his century. He was 
later to become the inaugural Secretary of the Swan Districts Past Players and Officials Association. 
Latham's retirement closed a chapter that opened in 1939 when he was chosen in the WA 
Schoolboys Carnival Team. We quote from the Annual Report of that year:" Master Ralph Latham of 
Guildford was chosen to go to Tasmania and an enthusiastic band of supporters raised seven pounds 
which was presented to Master Latham".  

1953 was to herald the arrival of JJ (Joe) Lawson to the Club. Lawson would go on to were the 
number 3 jumper with pride and follow the example of Lal Mosey (157 games), Duggan Anderson 
(210 games). Lawson would go on to amass 235 games to give that jumper a total of 602 games 
amassed by three outstanding players. Joe Lawson however did not make his league debut until 
1955 when he played five games, the first three at centre half forward. It was not until he was moved 
to defence that he would establish himself as one of the best defenders in the game.  

Frank Sparrow was to commence a three year term in 1953 as captain/coach and in that season was 
selected in the All Australian following the carnival in Adelaide. He became the first player to bring 
this honor to the Club. Sparrow originally came from East Perth were had had previously played 126 
league games and represented the State on 14 occasions.   

That year also saw a notable achievement in the obtaining of licensed premises. This project was 
initiated under the leadership of Mr. RA Newbey and his committee of the day were commended for 
their foresight and application. Much ground work and planning was necessary before the first stage 
was completed and opened in 1957. As time was to tell some errors were made which naturally 
proved very costly, but time will also tell us that these were merely teething problems and out of it 
was the fulfillment of the 1953 committee's vision of the Club's future.  

1954 saw the arrival of Keith Slater and Tony Nesbit, both playing in the seconds. Nesbit at this stage 
was a very frail junior, who resided in an unallotted zone. It was the final game of the season and 
East Perth were to be grant this zone in the following year. To overcome this problem he was 
selected as a reserve. The value of seating him on the "bench" are now well established. Nesbit 
however did not make his official league debut until 1958. Still extremely light he played on the wing. 
It was not until 1961 with maturity beyond exception that he was to develop into a player of 
outstanding quality. Nesbit played his best football as a ruck-rover with ability to contribute both 
skillfully and physically.  

Keith Slater played only two reserves games in 1954 but made his debut in league the following 
season.  Slater was the best all-round sportsman to ever play with Swans and this in some way 
affected the early part of his career. A cricketer of outstanding ability he missed the 1959 season 
while away in England playing Lancashire cricket.   

Colin Maynard was yet another to join Swans and make his league debut the following. He was also 
a cyclist of State quality and it was this sport that took him to Tasmania with the State team in 1959. 
He continued his football and coached Latrobe in North Tasmania in 1959 and 1960. Maynard's 
return for the 1961 season was timely as his attacking play in defence was a feature of his game.   



The Swans Junior Council combined team defeated a combined Army, Navy and Airforce National 
Service team 6.8 to 4.15 in a curtain raiser to the State match at Subiaco on July 20th, 1954. 
Because of difference in maturity conceded by Swans it is possibly the Junior Council's greatest 
victory.  

Swans finished seventh that year in winning 6 games. Both Tim Barker and Frank Sparrow were 
picked for the State side and Bob Lowrey topped the Club goal kicking with 24.  

1955 - 1964  

In 1955 the Clubs second interstate trip was undertaken, this time to Victoria. The team manager for 
this tour was AT (Tom) Moiler. A match was played against Ballarat in that City and was won by 
Swan Districts 14.10 to 10.12. The Club was also the guests of the Collingwood Football Club while 
in Melbourne who as always were the complete hosts.  

1955 also saw the introduction of the Junior Council Injured Players Fund, a benefit would stand the 
test of time and would prove valuable far beyond expectations.  On the playing side Swans managed 
to finish sixth on the ladder after winning 5 games. Jim Winning was awarded the Rookie of the Year. 
However Winning was to play only 34 career games for the Club before moving on. 1955 was also to 
be Frank Sparrow's last season as coach of the Club and he departed after 51 Club games. And 
even though Sparrow was a champion in his own right he was unable to help the Club climb up from 
the lower levels of the premiership ladder. Duggan Anderson was also honored by the Club with Life 
Membership for his outstanding contribution to football.   

1956 saw the retirement of Mr. J Hollis as Treasurer, a position he held for a period of fourteen years. 
The name Jack Hollis is engraved in the history of the Club, established on two of man's greatest 
qualities, honesty and loyalty. 1956 also opened the door to the Scott family. Don Scott joined Swans 
as coach from West Perth, a position which he was to resign from during the 1957 season, but 
continued on as captain under the coaching of Eric Strauss. Scott played 40 games for the Club 
before being transferred through his employment to Canberra. Pat Scott, a brother of Don remained 
with the Club to give many years of service on the administrative side.  

Keith Slater was to play his first State game that year and for Tim Barker and Greg Cox 1956  would 
be their last year in the State team. Barry Gear was named Rookie of the Year with Bob Lowry being 
the leading Club goal kicker with 46 goals. On the administrative side Len Lowry was honored with 
Life Membership to the WANFL for his contribution to football. Swans again finished last on the 
premiership ladder, only winning four games for the season. After an illustrious 210 game season that 
commenced in 1945 Duggan Anderson finally retired from the game that he enjoyed.  



 
The original club building as it was for the first Christmas party, December 20, 1957. 

In the year of 1957 the only bright spot of another dismal season was the Club's first Thirds (Colts) 
Premiership. Also that year Peter Ridley won the Burley Medal for the best player in the Thirds 
competition. The name of the Burley Medal would later be changed to the Medallists Medal. The 
leading Club goal kicker for 1957 was R (Bob) Lowry with 45 goals. Bob retired after the season 
having played 150 career games and kicking 231 career goals. Keith Slater was again honored with 
State selection and Tim Barker received Life Membership for outstanding service as a player.  

1958 saw Swans win their second Thirds Premiership. This year also saw the introduction of the best 
footballer never to have one a Sandover Medal, Ken Bagley. Bagley played 18 games with the Thirds 
and five league games during the 1958 season. Another great player to show his wares during that 
year was Tony Nesbit who won the Rookie of the Year for 1958. Both Bagley and Nesbit would figure 
prominently during Swans dominance in the 1960's. 1958 was also the season that brought the Club 
two outstanding ruckmen that would feature in Swans future. One a raw-boned gangling kid from 
Victoria Park Mets in Fred Castledine, and the other was Cyril Litterick who was cleared by East 
Perth. Both were to establish themselves as State ruckmen. They both each possessed a common 
quality, 100 minutes of total and honest commitment. Keith Slater was again selected to represent the 
State being the sole representative from Swans..  

The Club also celebrated its Silver Anniversary in 1958 and steps were taken to make it a season 
worthy of the occasion. Unfortunately Swans could only finish seventh on the ladder with only six 
wins for the season. Colin Edwards was to lead the Club goal kicking with 40. 1958 was also the 
inaugural year of the Swan Districts Past Players and Officials Association. The first President was 
Mr. J Reilly with the Secretary Treasurer being Mr. R Latham.   

The new coach for season 1959 would be Percy Johnson. Johnson had come from East Fremantle 
after playing over 100 games. He would resign from that position towards the end of the season to 
make way for Brian Gray. Johnson would however transfer to Claremont for the 1960 season. Swans 
finished 1959 in eighth position with 5 wins. On the brighter side Swans had four State 
Representatives in Percy Johnson, Brian Gay, Joe Lawson and Graham Tidy. Tony Sangalli was 
voted the Club Rookie of the Year and Joe Lawson winning the League Fairest and Best Award.  



 
MR. PERCY BRIGHT 

Club President: 1960 to 1967 

By 1960 nobody could have imagined how close Swans were to achieving its rewards for service. 
The season brought forward John Turnbull, a player that was to go on and play in excess of 200 
games and in so doing defy all obstacles. Turnbull was a great player and great club man, asking for 
nothing, never complaining and doing his best for the team. 1960 also saw the retirement of Ron 
Payne after a career total 81 games.  

The year also gave the Club two more administrators that were to imprint their mark deeply into the 
history of the Club. The gentlemen were Mr. P (Percy) Bright and Mr. P (Peter) Lynch. Bright had 
been with the Club since 1952 with the exception of a short period away in the country due to 
employment. He took over the Presidency and displayed leadership of outstanding quality He would 
go on and serve a term of eight years, a term that would see the Club through it's first most rewarding 
period. Lynch was appointed Treasurer with the transfer of John Cooper to Kalgoorlie and would go 
on to serve the Club loyally until 1976, a period of 15 years.   

 
The club rooms as they were in 1960 

After a season away playing cricket in England, Keith Slater returned to the Club and continued were 
he had left off. Slater went on to win the Club fairest and Best award and was again rewarded with a 
State Guernsey, being the only sole club representative. Slater would go on to play his greatest 
career game in 1961 when he went on to eclipse Graham (Polly) Farmer in the Grand Final and take 
out the Simpson medal. Slater would go on to coach Subiaco for three seasons in 1964, 65 and 66, 
but would return back to Swans in 1967 to finish off his career.  



While the Club virtually stood still between 1946 and 1960, it is interesting to note the advancement 
of football in Western Australia as reflected in the League dividends over those years. In 1946 it was 
1241 pounds ($2482) and in 1960 it had risen to 6440 pounds ($12880).  

1961 came as if some strange power had realised the sincerity of the efforts of so many people for 
such a long and frustrating period, and was to provided them with a reward in glory far beyond their 
expectations. It was a reward that had come about through the introduction of the Junior Council in 
1950. In each of Swans Premiership sides of the 60's, thirteen players were products of the Swans 
Junior Council. Ten of these players would go on to play State football in the intervening years.  

If any great man is entitled to credit for those Premiership years, it would be Jack Hollis, who by his 
honesty and loyalty, had invested Club money several years earlier, unbeknown to the Committee, 
and it was only the discovery of these investments in 1960 that provided the finance to bring a coach 
of the quality of Haydn Bunton (jnr) to the Club. And what an outstanding coach he was. There is little 
doubt Swans enjoyed the best of Bunton's years. He come to the Club at 23 years of age and left at 
27. There would not have been a more courageous player to have ever pulled on a Black and White 
jumper. He had a great team behind him and he lead them as no other man possibly could have. His 
example on the field left absolutely nothing to be desired. He was truly a magnificent player.     

 
1961 SEASON - SWANS V EAST FREMANTLE   
Left to right: Graham Zilko, Cyril Litterick and Joe 

Lawson 

1961 also introduced the greatest footballer to ever grace Bassendean Oval in Bill (William) Walker. 
Walker who would go on to play sixteen seasons of football for Swans was without question the 
greatest "in the pack" Rover the WANFL has ever seen. His ability to get to where the action was is 



doubt be honored to have done so. A gentleman in every way Walker will always remain the pride of 
his era.  

The Club was also fortunate to have another player introduced in 1961 in Eric Gorman. Gorman 
would go on to kick 555 goals in a 163 game career to become the Clubs greatest goal-kicker. 
Gorman's highest in one season was 97 in 1965, and his best match performance was nine in the 
1963 Grand Final against East Fremantle. This achievement still remains a record for WANFL/WAFL 
Grand Finals. That year also brought to Swans a player of the caliber of Max Kelleher, a man who 
established an image of respect in one season, that most would fail to achieve in a decade. Kelleher 
came to Swans from North Hobart, and was a hard ruthless player, with an infectious personality.    

Not only did Swans win their first historical League Premiership in 1961, beating East Perth 12.15 to 
Swans 17.9, for a total of 24 points, the season also concluded with their third and most successful 
interstate tour. The tour party departed by train for Melbourne on October 24, 1961 and were guests 
at Collingwood on arrival. Departing Melbourne for Launceston, Tasmania on October 27 by air, nine 
wonderful days were spent traveling the island by coach. The tour party arrived back in Melbourne on 
Saturday, November 5 and were entertained by the Hawthorn Football Club who had also won their 
first Premiership that year in the VFL. A visit to the Melbourne Cup was also a feature of the trip. It 
had been and still is the finest trip undertaken, circumstances due to no small way to the tour 
manager, Ted Holdsworth.  

During the 1961 season Swans contributed six State representatives. They were Ken Bagley, Haydn 
Bunton (State Captain), Brian Gray, Cyril Litterick, Keith Slater and John Turnbull. Bunton, Bagley 
and Slater would also be part of the winning State team that beat Victoria by 9 points at the 15th 
Australian National Football Carnival in Brisbane  to take out the Australian Championships. The final 
score being 15.14 WA  to Victoria 14.11. Bunton was the leading goal kicker with 4 and both himself 
and Bagley were named amongst the best players for the match.  



 
THE 1961 GRAND FINAL   

Left to Right: Wally Brown, Ralph Rogerson (EP), Ken Bagley, Graham Farmer (EP), Fred Castledine, Joe Lawson and Tony 
Nesbit  

      



 
SWANS FIRST PREMIERSHIP 

Left to Right: Ken Bagley, Colin Maynard (no. 28), John Turnbull, Haydn Bunton, Bill Walker and Keith Slater pictured in the 
Subiaco Oval change rooms after defeating East Perth.  

  1962 provided the Club with its best League team in the first forty years of the Clubs history. The 
difference between the 1961 side and the 1962 side was experience. This was the quality that helped 
Swans take its first WANFL Club Championship after the home and away season and win its first 
Walter Snooke Trophy (later to be called the Rodriguez Shield) as the League minor premiers. Swans 
went on to win the second semi final against East Fremantle 17.9 to 11.10 by 35 points. In the Grand 
Final Swans again defeated East Fremantle  14.10 to 10.16 by 18 points.  

Haydn Bunton went on to win the Sandover Medal and Eric Sarich the Prendergast Medal for the 
best player in the reserves competition.  The team also produced seven players who were to wear 
the Black and Gold colours of their State. They were Ken Bagley, Haydn Bunton, Fred Castledine, 
John Turnbull, Colin Maynard (first State guernsey), Bill Walker (first State guernsey) and Eric 
Gorman (first and only State call-up). Robin McVee was named the Club Rookie of the Year. McVee 
would go on to be a premiership player in 1963 and would finish his career in 1969 having played 123 
games.  

It could very well be expected that the 1963 team with further experience would have equaled the 
1962 side. However Swans finished in fourth position with a total of thirteen wins. Although the Grand 
Final victory against East Fremantle was sweet with Swans winning 17.10 to 13.12 for a total of 22 
points, it was the Preliminary final against Perth that provided Swans with all the breaks when they 
went on to win a close contest by 8 points. The final score line was Swans 14.9 to Perth 10.25.   
Swans won their First Semi Final comfortably two weeks previously against East Perth by 8 goals.   



  

KEN BAGLEY  
  Simpson Medallist in the 1963  Grand Final and the best footballer to never 

have won the Sandover Medal. 

1963 also saw the retirement of Brian Gray after a 205 game career that commenced in 1951. The 
fact that Gray was able to enjoy the fruits of playing in three Premierships in the twilight of his career 
shows enormous courage loyalty and dedication. Because of these traits Brian Gray was also 
awarded Life Membership of the Club.  

History has absorbed 1961, 1962 and 1963. 1964 however is another story. What failed the Club will 
always remain a question on everyone's mind. Swans had the greatest representation selected in the 
State squad. a total of ten in all. Eight were finally selected for the State team. The players chosen 
were Haydn Bunton, Ken Bagley, Tony Nesbit, John Turnbull, Bill Walker, Fred Castledine,  Ken 
Cooper and Colin Maynard. This would be Swans last hour of glory for the season. The Club were to 
topple from top to sixth by the end of the season. After the first nine games Swans had won seven 
and lost two. After this Swans would only win two more games to finish with only 9 wins for the 
season. Haydn Bunton would also leave the Club at the end of the 1965 season and return to South 
Australia.  

On the bright side the Club celebrated it third Prendergast Medallist for the best player in the WANFL 
competition in Graham Smith who polled 22 votes. 1964 also saw the arrival of two sensational 
players in Peter Manning and Tom Stannage. So completely did these players capture the 
imagination of the footballing public, that they both would be chosen to play State football in 1965. 
Manning the right footer and Stannage the left occupied the opposite wings.  

The "Fighting Swan", the Club's first newsletter made its first appearance at the commencement of 
the 1964 season. While many people would go on to serve as editor over the years, the most notable 
was Vic Jeffery, who would carry out his duties from 1968 to 1972.  

1965 - 1974  

Fred Castledine took over the reins as Coach in 1965 and it proved to be one of the Clubs best years. 
Swans won the Club Championship Rodriguez Shield for the second time, the first being in 1962, and 
also took out the League Minor Premiership finishing on top of the ladder. The Club won fifteen out of 



21 games for the home and away season. Bill Walker won his first Sandover Medal and Emil 
Ghisalberti won the Prendergast Medal for the best player in the Reserves competition. Walker polled 
19 votes to take out this prestigious award. However it should also be noted that Tom Stannage 
polled 14 votes. Stannage's effort in the Sandover count at such an unexpected stage of his career 
was amazing. Stannage's career would only be short as he was to leave Swans after 1967 to further 
his education at the Cambridge University.  

Swans one failure for the 1965 season was the never-to-be-forgotten Grand Final loss. After winning 
the Second Semi final against Claremont by 20 points the Club was full of confidence. However the 
manner in which East Fremantle took the game away from Swans in the last quarter of the Grand 
Final while playing up into a fresh breeze was a credit to them and presented to Swans a picture from 
the other side. A Grand Final defeat. It was vastly different to those hours of glory in 1961, 62 and 63. 
The final score was East Fremantle 18.18 to Swan Districts 16.6, after Swans appeared to have the 
game won at three-quarter time.   

 
SWAN DISTRICTS STATE REPRESENTATIVES 1965  

(Back) Tom Stannage, Colin Maynard, Tony Nesbit, Bill Walker 
Front) Ken Bagley, Ted Holdsworth (State Selector), Peter Manning  

This was also the inaugural season of the Fourths competition, in which Swans under the coaching of 
Colin Maynard played of in the Grand Final. They were defeated by East Perth, 10.11 to 9.4. The 
Club might not have won any flags in 1965, however the Club departed on it's first overseas tour at 
the end of the season, under the capable management of  Ted Holdsworth, who would be honored in 
1966 with Life Membership to the WANFL. The tour party visited Singapore, spending 18 wonderful 
days aboard the ocean liner "Centaur".  

1966 saw Swans again struggling to be competitive and finding themselves out of the four, a position 
foreign to the Club. Where the Club had won the minor premiership the previous season, 1966 saw 
them finish sixth with only seven wins. No reason could be expanded, the simple fact was that Swans 
had run their race, a great race, and in their hour of glory, neglected the future. The only pride out of 
this season was Bill Walker winning his second Sandover Medal.  

Lou Milanko made his debut in 1966, and after an uncertain start to his career, would mature into one 
of the Club's valuable players in the 70's.His example on and off the field earned the respect of all. 
Milanko went on to play 135 games, finishing his career in 1975. Eric Gorman was again the Club 
leading goal kicker with 68. Bill Walker, Ken Bagley and Cyril Litterick represented Swans at the 1966 



AFC State Football carnival held in Hobart. Walker also won the Simpson Medal playing for WA 
against South Australia. He became the third Swans player to win this prestigious award.  

 
Captain-Coach Fred Castledine flies above teammate Colin 
Maynard to bring down a mark and turn back a Perth attack 
in a game at Bassendean 7 June 1965, which Swans won. 

Fred Castledine continued as coach in 1967, to complete a three year term, a three year period that, 
while not as fruitful as what might have been expected, was nevertheless satisfying. Castledine was a 
good coach and a positive leader, who would have been of extreme value in the 1965 Grand Final 
had he been fit. But results for 1967 were only slightly better with Swans winning nine games for the 
season, again finishing in sixth position on the ladder. Swans did however win the Night Series 
competition played at the Claremont Show Grounds amongst the four clubs who did not make the 
finals. Swans defeated East Fremantle 10.14 to 10.5 in the series Grand Final to run out premiers. 
That year Bill Walker went on to win his third Sandover Medal tying with John Parkinson of Claremont 
and becoming the first player in the history of the WANFL to win a hat-trick of Sandover Medals.       

October 31 1967 was the birth date of the Swans Businessmen's Association. The inaugural meeting 
of the Association was held at the Nookenburra Hotel and attended by 16 members who elected Mr. 
L Armstrong as President and Mr. A Charleson as Vice President. Mr. Charleson would be elected to 
the Presidency in 1968.  

By 1968 Swans were in need of a complete rebuild. Tony Nesbit accepted the coaching position but 
was unable to lift the Club from the bottom. So bad was the year that a goal kicked by Swans after 
the final siren sounded won the Club their one and only game for 1968. This was only Swans second 
time that they had only won one game for the season. Eric Gorman again headed the Club goal 
kicking with 60 goals for the season. Three players in Peter Manning, John Turnbull and Bill Walker 



were again picked for the State side.   

Stan Nowotny, who would later become Club captain played his first game in the Fourths competition 
in 1968. He would go on to make his League debut in 1969 at the age of 18, playing 18 games that 
season. 1968 also saw the Clubs first Chesson Medallist in the fourths competition in Bill Woodhams. 
A rover of outstanding quality Woodhams  made his League debut in 1972 but would only go on to 
play nine games over a two season career.    

Bill Walker's first season as coach of the Club commenced in 1969. This would be the first of a three 
year contract. That year also saw the debut of Mark Foxon and Max George to the League side. 
George went on to lead the Club goal kicking list with 30 goals for the season. Colin Maynard 
coached the Fourths to their first ever premiership and Milan Trifunovic became the second Chesson 
Medallist in that competition. John Cooper was awarded Life Membership to Swan Districts football 
Club for his outstanding service to the Club. While these features were outstanding, the Clubs major 
contributions during 1969 and the years to follow were in the field of administration.  

Councilor D. Robinson was appointed Liaison Officer between the Bassendean Shire Council and the 
Swan Districts Football Club, and an Oval sub committee was formed to attend to the ever increasing 
responsibilities. Results were visibly obvious and it was to the credit of the committee and the 
Bassendean Shire Council as a whole that Bassendean Oval (Steel Blue Oval) today equals ant 
League ground in Western Australia.  

Swans State representatives for 1969 were Peter Manning, John Turnbull and Bill Walker. 1969 also 
saw the retirement of three champion players in Fred Castledine (163 games), Eric Gorman (163 
games and 555 career goals), Robin McVee (123 games) and David Sidebottom (129 games). Under 
Walker's first year as coach, the Club managed six wins for the season which was an improvement 
on 1968, but not enough to finish in the four.  

1970 opened with a Club interstate tour. A party of 48 members under the management of Mr. P. 
Lynch departed by special TAA charter, on January 3rd to Adelaide. That same evening the party left 
by train for Sydney via Melbourne. Then a twelve day tour of the Pacific aboard the Russian liner 
"Shota Rustavelli". On their return a President's Dinner was held at the Hosies hotel in Melbourne 
with special guest and Club's inaugural secretary Mr. Eric Jenner. The touring party arrived back in 
Perth on the morning of January 23rd in preparation of the season ahead.  

While the 1970 season had not been successful on the field with only four wins and bottom of the 
ladder finish, it did see the amalgamation of the Club's social and football clubs. This took place on 
November 18th 1970 and ended almost 10 years in which the Club had fallen progressively 
backwards. The benefits of the amalgamation were immediately visible with the atmosphere around 
the Club becoming one of confidence. $310,000 was spent on new club rooms with building 
commencing July 13th 1972 and officially opened January 27th 1973.  

After a notable career with St Kilda was cut short by an attack of glandular fever, Ian Cooper switched 
over to Swan Districts in 1970 and was an immediate success by being the Club's leading goal kicker 
with 39 and again in 1971 with 33 goals to his credit. Cooper also represented Western Australia in 
the State team in 1970 and 1971. Cooper returned to Melbourne midway through the 1972 season to 
join Sandringham were he was to kick 64 goals in only ten matches.  



 
Greg Latham  Bob Beecroft  

1970 also saw the introduction of Greg Latham, Stephen Gillespie and Bob Beecroft to the League 
side. Bob Beecroft was nominated Rookie of the Year for his outstanding season. Swans were again 
honored with another Chesson Medallist in Neil Pendriegh. Terry Harris won the Prendergast Medal 
for his outstanding season in the Reserves competition. Peter Manning along side Ian Cooper was 
again honored with State representation. On a sad note the Club saw the retirement of two of their 
greats in Tony Nesbit (235 games) and Ken Bagley (232 games) after 12 outstanding seasons, three 
premierships and nine State guernsey's between them. In 1971 Ken Bagley was awarded Life 
Membership of the Club for his outstanding service to the game.  

Bill Walker again tied for the Sandover Medal in 1970 this time with Pat Dalton of Perth. However 
Walker lost the Medal on a countback. He was however awarded with a retrospective Medal in 1997 
when the WAFL decided to get rid of this anomaly in the rules. Walker would therefore become the 
only footballer in the WANFL/WAFL to win four Sandover Medals.  

Colin Maynard had a great season in 1971 when he achieved a very rare feat of coaching two grades 
to Premierships in the one season. Maynard was in control of both the Colts side and the Fourths 
when they both took out the Premierships. 1971 was also the first year with the Club's allocated 
country zones of Bunbury, Collie, Harvey, Brunswick, Esperance and Ravensthorpe. These zones 
would prove fruitful in the coming years.   

The Club also saw the introduction of Tom Mullooly, Ron Boucher, Keith Narkle and Gary McDonald 
to League ranks in 1971 with McDonald being awarded the Club Rookie of the Year. Narkle, as well 
as playing League football also went on to win the Swans Colts fairest and Best award. State 
Representatives were again Ian Cooper, Peter Manning and Bill Walker with John O'Neill making his 
State debut. 1971 was to be Walker's last year as a State player. This was also to be Walker's last 
season as Coach with the Club again finishing last with only four wins for the season. Another 
champion player in John Turnball retired from club football after 209 games in a career that 
commenced in 1960.  

The Club through the efforts of the Businessmen's Association ensured that 1971 would finish on a 



high note, when they conducted an Australian Club Championship carnival at Subiaco Oval at the 
conclusion of the season. Rothman's played a very important part by providing the sponsorship.  

Eight teams in all were selected from Victoria, South Australia and Western Australia. The make up of 
the teams were, Hawthorn and Richmond (Premiers and Runner-up from the VFL), North Adelaide 
and Port Adelaide (Premiers and Runner-up in the SANFL) along side the final four teams from the 
WANFL in West Perth (WANFL Premiers), Claremont, East Fremantle and East Perth. Games were 
played over two 25 minute plus time-on halves. The Carnival was a complete success with Hawthorn 
being the ultimate Premiers and unofficial Australia champions.   

 
Three Swans Coaches - "Judda" Bee (1934-35), Frank Sparrow (1953-55) and Jack Ensor (1972-75)  

In 1972 the Club recruited Jack Ensor to coach the League side. Ensor had previously been 
successful at the Perth football Club as the Colts coach and later as assistant to Mal Attwell who was 
Perth's League coach in the late '60's. In Ensor's first season as Swans coach there was some 
improvement with the Club winning seven games for the season and lifting themselves to 7th position 
on the ladder. Bill Walker retained the captaincy of the League side and would remain in that capacity 
until the end of the 1975 season. Walker would go on to become the Club's longest serving captain, a 
position he commenced in 1969.    

1972 saw Bob Beecroft gain selection in the State team for the AFC carnival held at Subiaco Oval 
and also become Swans third All Australian representative. The Club leading goal kicker was Mark 
Foxon with 33 season goals. Club Rookie of the year was Tom Bell. Both John Turnbull and Colin 
Maynard were awarded Life Membership of the Club for their contributions to the Club. John O'Neill 
(116 games) retired after the 1972 season.   

By 1973 the Club was starting to see an improvement of player strength on the field. Swans opened 
the season by winning six of their first eight league matches, but were not able to go on with that 
early success. Many things went wrong from that stage and the Club was only able to win two more 
games for the season. The League side finished sixth on the ladder which was the best finish since 
1969. However the team was young and time was on their side. Swans now had a side that was 
capable of making the final four. The Fourths (under 19's) under the coaching of Ned Partington 
brought yet another Premiership to the Club to provide more confidence for the future.   



 
New club rooms opened 1973 

The leading Club goal kicker for 1973 was Max George with 46 season goals. Club Rookie of the 
Year was Gary Sidebottom. Tom Mullooly was the Club's sole State Representative which was a 
surprise considering the Club's improved standing on the Premiership Ladder. Keith Slater was 
honored with Life Membership of the Club was his outstanding contribution to the Club and sport in 
general.   As well as Sidebottom other outstanding players to commence their careers at Swans were 
Jeff Sartori, Brian Close and Stephen Skulley. Paul Mountain who commenced his career at Swans in 
1970 left after 23 league games to pursue a successful league career at South Fremantle.   

By 1974 Swans were beginning to look like finals material. Jack Ensor had started to mould a side 
that would be competitive as well as a force to be reckoned within the WAFL, and with the caliber of 
players such as Walker, Nowotny, Manning, Milanko and Beecroft the Club was able to make the 
finals for the first time since 1965. After the home and away season Swans had won 11 games and 
drawn one to finish in fourth position. Because of an outstanding season in all grades Swans were 
again the recipients of the Rodriguez Shield.  

 



There's no courtesy extended in Legacy matches as the above photo shows. This was taken at 
Hands Oval, Bunbury on October 6, 1974. Left to right: Bob Beecroft, Peter Manning, Alan 

Martello,Terry House and John Hayes.  

Max George made a big impression in the goal kicking tally by winning the Club award with 90 goals 
for the season. This did not include his efforts in two State games in which he kicked  6 goals against 
South Australia at Football Park on May 18th (which WA won by 20 points) and another 5 goals 
against Victoria at Subiaco Oval  on July 13th were WA lost by only seven points. This gave George 
a total of 101 goals for the season. The highlight of George's season was the 14 goals he kicked 
against West Perth at Bassendean Oval on June 29th, to make it the most goals kicked in a game by 
a Swans full-forward to date.  

The Club was rewarded with five players making the State squad in Bob Beecroft, Peter Manning 
(making his last appearance in a State jumper). and first time representatives in Max George, Stan 
Nowotny and Gary Sidebottom.    

The Club started their finals campaign in fine style when they defeated Subiaco in the First-semi Final 
by a margin of 23 points. Final scores being Swans 13.21 to Subiaco 11.10. Unfortunately the Club 
was not able to go on with it in the Preliminary Final and succumbed to Perth by a margin of 15 
points. Final scores being Swans 9.15 to Perth 12.12. The 1974 Grand Final was eventually won by 
East Fremantle coached by a future Swans premiership coach in John Todd.  

The Club had come a long way since 1970 and had future premiership players such as Keith Narkle, 
Steve Gillespie, Stan Nowotny and Ron Boucher coming up through the ranks to help mould success. 
However at the moment 1974 can be classed as a success story but there was still more heartache 
to come before the ultimate achievements of the 1980's would be reached. 

Article Compiled and edited by John Komorowski  
     

 
1974 Rodriguez Shield Winners  

   
 


